
RECEPTION  Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 Traditional stories and 

rhymes 
London Space Growth and change We are builders The zoo 

Prime Areas of 
Learning: 
 
Communication 
and Language 
 
Physical 
Development 
 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

Listening to, joining in 
with and retelling 
stories. 
 
Following simple 
instructions. 
 
Selecting and using the 
resources in the class 
safely. 
 
Taking care of ourselves 
and each other.  

Listening to and talking 
with each other. 
 
Exploring different ways 
of moving and 
negotiating space. 
 
Working together. 
 

Listening to and 
following two-part 
instructions. 
 
Experimenting with and 
using language in role 
play. 
 
Healthy eating. 
 
Following rules. 
 

Asking and answering 
questions. 
 
Handling and using tools 
correctly/ 
 
Resolving conflicts; 
understanding feelings 
and behaviours. 
 

Talking about 
events; using past, 
present and 
future. 
 
Importance of 
good health. 
 
Exploring and 
negotiating space. 
 
Developing 
confidence; 
finding ways to 
approach and 
solve problems 

Talking about our 
own stories. 
 
How to keep 
healthy and stay 
safe. 
 
Exploring 
different ways of 
moving. 
 
Developing 
relationships; 
considering 
others’ feelings. 

Literacy Handling books carefully 
and looking at books 
independently. 
 
Joining in with rhythm 
and rhyme. 
 
Describing and retelling 
stories. 
 
 
Talking about the marks 
they see. 

Recognising familiar 
words and signs. 
 
Understanding that we 
can find information in  
books. 
 
Giving meaning to the 
marks they make. 

Hearing and saying the 
initial sound in words. 
 
Segmenting and 
blending to read words. 
 
Using letters when mark 
making . 

Finding information in 
books and on the  
computer. 
 
Using some sounds 
correctly when writing. 
 
Understanding how to 
structure sentences. 

Reading and 
understanding 
simple sentences. 
 
Using knowledge 
of phonics to spell 
words. 
 

Talking about 
what they have 
read. 
 
Using knowledge 
of phonics to 
write simple 
sentences. 
 



Mathematical 
Development 

Sorting, matching, 
comparing and ordering. 
 
Counting within 6. 
 
Adding and subtracting 
within 6. 

Sorting 2D and 3D 
shapes. 
 
Recognising and using 
shapes in pictures and 
models. 
 
Counting within 10. 
 
Addition and subtraction 
within 10. 
 
Using coins in ‘real-life’ 
situations. 

Comparing and ordering 
size and weight. 
 
Talking about time. 
 
Doubling and halving 
within 10. 
 
Counting across ten. 
 
Numbers within 20. 

Adding two single digit 
numbers. 
 
Subtracting two single 
digit numbers. 
 
Describing and naming 
2D and 3D shapes. 
 
Selecting shapes for a 
particular purpose. 
 
Ordering days of the 
week and months of the 
year. 
 
Exploring the language of 
position and direction. 

Comparing and 
ordering numbers 
within 20. 
 
Doubling, halving 
and sharing. 
 
Comparing and 
ordering length, 
weight and 
capacity. 
 
Creating patterns. 

Adding and 
subtracting by 
counting on and 
back. 
 
Talking about 
time. 
 
Exploring position 
and direction. 
 
Using money. 
 
Talking about 
shape. 

Specific Areas of 
Learning: 
 
Understanding the 
World 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Me, my friends and my 
family. 
 
Combining and changing 
materials 
Using tools for a 
purpose. 

Where I live. 
 
Using  ICT and making 
toys work. 
Joining in with dancing 
and ring games. 
 
Moving to stories and 
music. 

Talking about family 
traditions and 
celebrations.  
 
Exploring mixing colours 
and materials. 

Investigating growth and 
change; looking at 
similarities and 
differences. 
 
Using technology to 
complete a simple 
computer programme. 
 
Adapting and improving 
our work. 

Using technology 
to create pictures 
and type our 
names. 
 
Talking about our 
community. 
 
Designing and 
creating buildings. 

Habitats. 
 
Exploring music 
and movement to 
express ourselves. 

 


